
CWA 1922-2022
The Queensland CWA was formed in 1922 in Brisbane and had expanded
statewide to 283 Branches with 13,000 members by 1928. It was registered as a
Corporate Body in 1926, making it one of the oldest incorporated bodies in
Queensland. Activities are driven by the interests of the local area and range from
education, cooking and craft competitions, workshops, networking events,
international study, fundraising and advocacy through, in 2022, over 220 branches
and 3500 members.

Railfans and modellers and modellers may be most interested in the rest rooms
near railway stations but the CWA has had more substantial facilities in major
centres. Large towns and cities likely had room for dozens of women to stay for a
few hours (breast feeding infants or waiting for the train, for example) or even
overnight and some functioned as community centres. A smaller town would
normally have a couple of private rooms, a kitchen/dining area, and toilet facilities
(not necessarily within the building). Some also had a veranda or garden area for
sitting outside.

Given the essentially self-funded nature of the local groups it is likely that many of
the cottages were located on municipally-owned blocks of land, easily accessible
from shops and professional offices. A man might end up at the local pub after a day
in town but a woman/mother needed a nearby refuge while waiting for him.

The cottages themselves were likely constructed by volunteer labour and built to
local housing standards. While the other cottages in the accompanying Narrow
Gauge Downunder article have been fully sheathed at some time, the current
Google Street View shows the CWA cottage in Biggenden never had had its exterior
fully sheathed, still showing its framing on sides less obvious from public view. One
consequence of such construction, especially should the structure become heritage
listed, is that air conditioning is impractical.

This is not a competition model so I've not included framing for the underside of the
roof and other details. It shouldn't be visible with the selective depth compression
used for the low profile model and hopefully would be hidden by the fascia board on
a full model. And as with all such model roofs, construction gaps between each side
are hidden by hip capping strips.
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