
April 2024  Volume 35 No 10 Issue 394
A 100% NMRA Affiliated Club



17

April 2024  

  Like most things over time things change, likewise our railways. At first trains were 

steam hauled, then diesel. Wooden wagons were replaced with steel. Structures 

also changed over time.  

 During the mid 1990’s, QR upgraded a number of lines from “B” class (10t, some 

were 12.2t axle load) to “A” class (15.75t). “B” class lines were restricted to 63t 

locomotives (1700/1720 class DEL), many were in need of overhaul. The upgrade 

allowed a wider use of the 93 t locomotives.

 Upgrading of the l ines include 

strengthening the bridges. 

1701 crosses Angellala Creek at Angellala 

(Morven – Charleville) in the mid 1980’s. At 

the time the line was “B” class with an axle 

load of 12.2 t. 

To allow 93 t DEL’s to 

cross over Angellala 

Creek ,  a  new sub 

frame was constructed 

under the iron section 

of the bridge.

The timber trestle section of the bridge didn’t 

require much work.

Bridge Upgrades 
Arthur Hayes

Continued on page 18
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 When looking at some of the trestle bridges on the Longreach to Winton section, 

some additional timbers were required. 

 The Darr River overflow highlights extra piers and supports were used.  

 

  

 

     
My last visit to the bridge in August 2020 I found 

the bridge had been upgraded. 

 New bridges and other work done on bridges 

on the line, has not done much in increasing 

train’s speeds. Hardly, competition for road 

transport with a highway speed of 110 Km/h.

Timber bridges on older “A” class 

lines have much more to them.

Continued on page 19
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Cooranga Creek Warra.

For us modellers, bridges over flood plains we 

have endless choice, some have simple 

structures.

Spirit of the Outback, 

671.271 K M near 

Longreach. August 

2020. “A” class line 

Awesome bridge 

scene on Bob 

Harding’s Layout 

“ M o s q u i t o 

Creek” 

Continued from page 18


