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’@Cattle Trains

Arthur Hayes

Back in the mid 1980’s most rail operators hopped out of conveying livestock. Up
to this point most stations had yards for loading or unloading various types of
livestock.

On the QR network, steel cattle wagons were replacing wooden wagons. Many
had been upgraded with fast freight bogies increasing their speed from 35 MPH to 50
MPH wagons in the late 1960 early 1970’s. Alarge number of them were steel framed
wagons with timber floors and sides. Over time some had the timber replaced with
steel sheeting. During the mid 1980’s QR started scrapping four wheeled wagons
and timber wagons. This move would increase the speed of all trains to 80Km/h.
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QLX wagons only had a carry capacity of 29 tonnes and had a high floor which
made them unsuitable for general container traffic. Their length of 41’ 6” made them
ideal for conveying 40’ containers though. QR developed a 40’ cattle container, when
loaded with cattle was within the carrying capacity of a QLX for all lines (21 tonnes).

Prototype
PYCKwagon.

With further
~ development,

qw a g on
entered traffic
and became
the flag ship
wagon for
conveying
cattle on the
network.

A number of KL wagons were modified (steel replaced timber) becoming the
KLEX class and were used as back up for peak periods.
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In moving cattle around the state there are a number of restrictions, cattle can
only travel for 24 hours, after that they need spelling, usually for around 24 hours.
Queensland has two zones around transporting stock, all stock travel with a permit.
West of the Great Divide which is tick free, as to the coast it's not. Stock can travel
from the west to the coast without restrictions. As to stock travelling from the coast to
western locations they need to be dipped and tick free before crossing the range. For
the South West, Helidon was where trains would be unloaded, cattle dipped and
reloaded for the west. Stock also needs to check en route to ensure all animals are on
their feet. If cattle are down in the wagons, other cattle would walk on them etc. Cattle
not travelling well would be removed from the wagon. In the past, drovers travelled
on the train, today stock is checked at set locations. Cattle trains travelling Quilpie to
Brisbane are checked at Charleville, Roma and Dalby. On top of this, there could be
issues on the network and rollingstock failures. Over all, stock travel better on rail
and arrive at their destination in a better condition than on road transport.

By the mid 1990’s a standard cattle train was 44 KOJX wagons (decks)
conveying approximately a 1000 head of cattle subject to size. The number of cattle
in a wagon could vary from 18 to 38 (avg 25) . 44 wagons equalled to just over 600
metres in length, plus locos was not far off the maximum length of 650 metres for a
train and most crossing loops. That’s a train load around 1,300 tonnes. Block trains
ran from and to set destinations, usually with a mini multi locomotives.(93 t & 63t).
There was a time when 2 x 63 t (max.) 1720 class locomotives worked the Quilpie to
Brisbane sector.

In the last few years new containers were purchased and placed on surplus
Aurizon 100 Km/h container wagons. The KOJX wagons were placed into storage.
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PJZY wagon with new container. Emerald Aug 2020
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Cattle trains Emerald, Aug 2020. PCUY, PJZY, PCZY wagons with cattle containers

Some changes are in the wind, in recent times, Watco has purchased 147 cattle
wagons (KOJX/KLEX class), all are reported to be now stored in the South West.

The first state 9 million Morven Freight Hub is starting to take shape. The new
facility will include road-train loading and unloading facilities, rail loading and
unloading facilities, cattle yards for spelling and drafting, a live-weight livestock
weighing facility to hold 4,000 head of cattle (2 trains) are nearing completion.
Administration & Ablution building, fodder shed and wash-down bays to follow. The
hub is located next to the Western Main Line, approx. 2 kilometres east of the
township. During our visit, sleepers are being replaced and work is being carried out
on the angle at Morven. Main Roads is working on a road off the Warrego Highway to
the complex. Arail siding for the hub has not been started.

The Murweh Shire Council Mayor reported to Queensland Country Life, "The
Transport Minister has also listened to the concerns in regional areas that freight
delivery by Aurizon has not always been to an adequate standard”. Murweh Shire
Council will also negotiate with Watco East West on a contractual arrangement for
the hub.

The freight hub at Morven will open up and give a more direct route from Central
Queensland to meatworks at Oakey and the SE corner of the state.
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