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Containers

by Arthur Hayes, MMR® 


M odelling todays railways there is a truck load of small modelling projects that 
just take a couple hours or a few nights to do. From time to time I look for 
small jobs to do while researching or waiting for parts/materials etc. to arrive.


 Containers we see on our rail network these days are endless in types, size and colour. I 
group containers on our trains into three (3) groups, Overseas, Domestic, and Local. 
Overseas containers are containers that 
arrive by ship at our coastal ports, in the 
main they are standard box type containers. 
Walthers, Athearn, Atlas and the like cover 
these fairly well. 


Domestic container are the containers 
used by our Australian companies we see 
on trains running between our cities. In 
later years these are high cubic side door 
and refrigerated containers. Auscision, 

SDS and Southern Rail Models 
have a great selection. 


T h e l o c a l c o n t a i n e r a r e 
containers that have been built 
for a specific job. Many travel 
between two set locations and 
do not leave that network. These 
could be conveying fuel , 
c e m e n t , c o a l , g y p s u m , 
molasses, timber, logs etc.   


Containers have changed a fair bit since gracing our railway networks in late 1960’s. 
Some have reached their use by date, others changed ownership, different company 
markings and colours. If an era modeller, these things will need further investigation.  


Even with the choice available from the hobby shops, you can still add your own stamp 
to your train. By large, every train is different with its mix of containers in various colours, 
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types and sizes. The same train may run every day with the same wagon consist, but the 
placement of containers will be different on each train.   Making some of your own 
containers is a good place to learn a new skills and to make a start into scratch building. 


Of late I have been making flat racks and adding various loads. Half height container 
can also make a great little 
project. A quick search on 
google will uncover endless 
photos and diagrams. 


The height of the base can 
very quiet a bit subject to 
type of container, some are 
self-supporting and can carry 
themselves by the corner 
post, others have bulkheads, 
collapsible ends or gates.


Most of my flat racks are 40 
foot long and 8 feet wide.  To 
make our container, we need a base, sides and a floor to place the loading. The 
containers are built up from the base, a strip of 5 thou styrene sheet cut to scale size. 
The sheet I used came from a box of chocolates which was used to separate the trays. 10 
thou would be OK too. For small sided containers I used Evergreen # 154 - •060” x 
•080”, •060” being the height of the side. The larger based containers Evergreen # 169 - 
•080” x •156” was used, •156” being the side height. Before adding the floor/deck 
some consideration to weight may be necessary. Many of my wagons were scratch build 

f ro m s t y re n e a n d 
being skeleton flat 
type wagons their 
weight was just 20 
grams. A little on the 
light side, plumbers 
l e a d s h e e t w a s 
a d d e d t o s o m e 
before adding the 
floor. Make sure you 
wash your hands 

t h o r o u g h l y a f t e r 
handling the lead sheet. The top section for the smaller based container was slater’s 
Plastikard # 046 Cheq plate, I’ve had this for some time, the website shows # 0446 - 4 
mm chequer plate grey. 


The larger based containers have a timber deck, strip and scribed styrene was used to 
make up the deck. Styrene strip was added to the corners to add detail for the corner 
casting. The load securing devices on the side vary from container to container, small 
styrene strip and rod was used.  
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The half- height 
conta iners were 
b u i l t u s i n g 
Evergreen # 154 - 
• 0 6 0 ” : x • 0 8 0 ” 
styrene for corner 
post and the base 
s i d e s I u s e t h e 
•080” side of the 
strip, •030” sheet 
styrene was used 
for the ends and 

sides. Strip was 
used for r ibs 
along the side. 
The amount of 
detail added is 
y o u r c h o i c e . 
P a i n t y o u r 
m a s t e r p i e c e 
with a colour of 
choice from the 
information you 
have found. .   
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So containers can be interchanged 
from wagon to wagon. When I built the 
standard gauge train back in the 
1990’s, I made a base template from 
shim brass sheet. Corner holes were 
drilled which give me a consistent 
position for drilling mounting holes on 
the wagon floor and container. •020” 
brass wire was glued into the container 

base to hold the container to the 
wagon. 


Some Australian manufactures 
have mounting holes in the 
container base to accommodate 
moulded twist locks on their 
wagons. If you were not planning 
to move your containers around 
your wagon fleet, they can be fixed 
them to the wagon floor. 


There are various manufactures of model containers, some have been around for many 
years. I found different manufactures have different lengths for the same size container. 
You may find some do not line up with mounting pads on the wagon. Some early 20ft 
containers are only 19ft on the scale ruler. I try and mount these containers in the same 
configurations as the prototype as much a possible, I.e., If a wagon takes 2 x 20ft 
containers that butt up together in the centre of the wagon, butt your containers up in 
the centre of the wagon, don’t use the pins on the end of the wagon which would result 
in a gap between the two containers in the centre of the wagon. Some containers I used 
centre mounting pins, one each end to stop the container moving around during travel 
on the layout.        


Once you have your container mounted on the wagon you have choice, run the 
container empty or loaded. To enhance a returning empty container, add a few lengths 

of dunnage or 
a few chains 
over the floor. 


Empty Flat Rack 
c o n t a i n e r s 
returning to the 
d e p o t w e r e 
often nested 
t o g e t h e r t o 
save on freight 
cost. 
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These loads were considered as a loose loads and were restricted to 8ft. 6ins. high.  


If scratchbuilding is not your cup of tea, milky bar kits are available from CDH Models on 
eBay Patrick 
8294. Both 20 ft. 
and 40 ft. Flat 
Rack containers 
are available in a 
couple of styles, 
decals can be 
purchased as well





Out of the 
box, Herpa 
Flat Racks 
containers 
are 
available 
from 
Etrains 
Perth on 
mail order.
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These 
containers have 
fold down ends 
and are 
available in 
various colours 
and 
companies. 


Painting the timber 
floor can give the 
container a more 
realistic appearance. 


 





Once you have your containers, further enhancements can be made by adding a load. 
Next time we will look at loads carried and how to model them.


Trust you enjoy a small project that will enhance to railroad/railway………..M


 Arthur Hayes MMR.  
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