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BEZY / QQAY

After 25 years in service, the BEZY con-
tainer wagons can boast an interesting
history. Queensland Rail built 299 of these
three-twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU)
container ‘skels’ between 1999 and 2000 at
their Redbank Workshops. These wagons
were intended for narrow gauge opera-
tion (1067mm, 3'6” gauge) and were num-
bered in the series of 47554 - 47852. The
299 BEZY wagons were part of a larger
fleet building program of 558 three-TEU
wagons between 1993-2000 with the
BCZY and BAZY classes, predating the
BEZY. While all three classes of wagons
are very similar, the BEZY is quickly dis-
tinguishable by its shorter wheelbase
Barber S2HD type bogies.

The BEZY has a tare mass of 17.6
tonnes, a gross mass of 80 tonnes, and
a length of 19.384 metres. The Barber
bogies (QR59 type) run on 760mm-diame-
ter wheels and the braking is performed
by a Westinghouse relayed system with a
WE (Westinghouse Freight) triple valve
and combined reservoir unit being distin-
guishable features.

Operationally the BEZY has been
a stalwart on the Queensland North
Coast intermodal services from Acacia
Ridge to Cairns and everywhere in
between. The positioning of the inter-box
connectors (twist locks) allows for a varie-
ty (greater than just three-TEU) of con-
tainer sizes to be carried including a cen-
trally mounted 40ft or 48ft container or a
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combination of a 30ft and a 20ft container.

The first significant change to the
BEZY fleet came in 2004 when QR
National (QRN) commenced standard
gauge interstate intermodal operations.
While the fleet of wagons for interstate
operations mainly comprised of leased
wagons from CFCL Australia (CFCLA),
QRN converted BEZY wagons to stand-
ard gauge in 2004 and 2005. The proto-
type, BEZY 47612, was classified QQAY
(to comply with wagon classification con-
vention) in July 2004, with 72 members of
the class following suit shortly afterwards.

While technically similar to the BEZY,

BEZY 47

QQAY 47799 passing through Kalgoorlie WA on a Melbourne bound Aurizon service with a Ceva cartainer in 2017.

757 on the rear of Aurizon service YU55 northbound at Glas

the QQAY wagons have some minor vari-
ations such as a heavier tare mass of 18.7
tonnes, primarily due to larger 840mm
diameter wheels for standard gauge oper-
ations. Ride control bogies with Wabtec
truck (bogie)-mounted (TMX) brakes
were fitted and the centre bowl was mod-
ified from 14” to 12” diameter to accept
the original BEZY centre plate without
modification. Having narrow gauge ori-
gins, the QQAY is built to the QR loading
gauge and is thus notably narrower than
many of the standard gauge container
wagons built pre-2000.

From their introduction in 2004 until
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QQAY 47838 passing through Tahmoor and headed for Brisbane
is loaded with a single Coilin Rees Transport (CRT) 30ft container
in 2015.

the wrap up of Aurizon’s interstate inter-
modal operations in 2017, the QQAY
wagons were regular runners across the
country’s standard gauge network. 2017
was the end of what had been more than
a decade of stable operations for both the
BEZY and QQAY fleet.

After interstate intermodal ceased in
2017, the majority (63 of ~70) of the
QQAY fleet were allocated to Bulk West
operations in Western Australia (WA) for
intrastate containerised operations, espe-
cially between Perth and Kalgoorlie
regions. Most of these wagons were then
utilised for the Tronox mineral sand task
in 2022 until being displaced by new
QQYY wagons later that year, which
resulted in QQAY wagons being stored.

an interesting load.
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A BEZY 47737 with a K&S flat rack load,

» BEZY 47577 with three 20ft Linfox containers.
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QQAY 47825 with a CRTU flat rack with two Coates utes makes
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Seven QQAY wagons remained on
port shuttle workings around Sydney
until 2018 when that operation was subse-
quently sold off to LINX Cargo Care. In
2023 LINX (Enfield operations) was sold
off to Swift Transport (including the locos
and wagons) who currently run daily
port shuttles between Enfield and Port
Botany, operated by Southern Shorthaul
Railroad.

As part of a larger wagon and inter-
modal divestment to Linfox, in 2019
Aurizon sold off many narrow-gauge
intermodal assets including 186 BEZY
wagons. A further 24 BEZY wagons were
transferred from Aurizon to Linfox as part
of a wagon asset swap, leaving Aurizon
with ownership of 13 BEZY wagons.
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BEZY 47567 with Aurizon containers rebranded Linfox.

Aurizon provide the hook and pull opera-
tion for Linfox between Brisbane and
Cairns under a 10-year agreement, servic-
ing terminals at locations such as
Rockhampton, Mackay, Townsville and
Cairns.

With the recommencement of
Aurizon’s ‘containerised freight’ business
spanning between Brisbane, Sydney,
Melbourne and Perth in 2023, around 38
QQAY wagons have found their way
back on interstate rails with the remain-
der (around 25) operating on WA freight
services.

While the BEZY is confined to the nar-
row-gauge rails of Queensland in its guise
as a QQAY wagon, this class have truly
become a national intermodal wagon. &

QQAY 47818 empty showing the deck detail.




