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OOWICHAN VALLEY FOREST MUSEUM 

Th• f'ere•t.• •f Vanceuver Ieland, Britiah Celu::abi •till •ch• te the 

c•mpanie• attll uae ateam fer p•w•rin, their l•, train• and ene 

x-l•gier baa eatabliahed an eperatini ■uaeum railr ad fer public

amuaemcnt. Ono ail• nerth ef Duncan, •n the •h•r•• •f beautiful 

Semen•• Lake, th• early hi•t•ry ef Oewichan c•••• alivo fer the 

viait•r in the Cewichan Valhy Fereat Muaeura. The auseu11 ia built 

areund th• extenaive cellecti•n •f eld-time l•ic•r "GerryM E. ellburn. 

Welburn ia n• nevice t• ateaa l•c,in&, ha.vi°' aerved an apprenticeahip 

with the O.P.R. •• leceaotive fireman, Superintendent •f a pair •f 

aawaill• and event-ually atartin1 hi• ewn • 11 tie-millin the late 

twentioa. A pi•n•er in the uae •f truck• in l•g1in,, he built thi• 

mill int• a medern 1.,,1n, and aaw■ill •p•ratien which h• later aeld 

te R.R. MacMillan Expert Oempany, hia chief cuateJHr. H• retained 

in 1962. 

elburn wa, aeteni■hed at the rate that l•&cin& leciea, beth lar&• and 

••all, were being ■crapped in faTer •f truck• which wore able te

�• higher and deeper int• tho heart •f B.C. 1 
• ferested hilh. He 

th&ref•r• r•••lved t• cellect l•c,in& l•c•m•tiv•• a• well•• hi• amny 

ether hiaterical luraberin& terial and the ba•i• fer the museum waa 

eatabliahcd. The ■uaeum ia a ce-eperative entorpriae ef th• nearby 

cemaunitie• and induatriea. 
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Museum/ 2 

The aue•ua ha.a nearly a mile •f ,, narrev 1aU1• tarck, laid upen 

retpreef yellew cedar ti•• and baa an int reatinl l•c•••tio• oellectien 

whioh include• ahaya, tank leo••, and eyon &•• l•c• etiY••• An 

eutdeer exhibit ef heaYy chin•• recall• th• d•J• •f early 

l•�ginc and i• acceapanied by a let• 1800 display ef bui,i•• and ether 

her• drawn oenv•yanc••· A l•g building 1• beinj; erected t• heuae th• 

exteraive elburn cellectien •f hiateric decument• and artifacta. 

A.O. Lynn Zelaer 

Thank• t• th• .acMillan, Bleedel and Pewell River DIGESTER fer 
hbterioal data. 

Pbete ' 1 

OOWIOHAN VALLEY 25 haul• tw• hemeaade ccra •f viaiti•r• acr••• the 
,oo � trellt le IH■n apanninc an inlet et Lake Se en•• en th• •il• 
l•n& ,, c•�• •t•a railread 

a late 
An eld ■tea• tracter rid•• the weeden rail• ef •• 1800 l•c1in& read. 

Ph•t• II � 

A vertical beilored atoaa denkey Yted en Vanceuver Ialand in the 
early and ■iddle year• ef ateaa railread l•g&ing. 

Ph•t• II 4 

Thi• •t•a• yarder aaw ••r• than 50 year• •f 1ervic• in atea l•&1in1 
and waa retired early in th 1950'•• 

Phete If 5 

I l Spet, a 42 ten Shay l•e• etiv•, eri&inally built fer Bleedel, 
Stewart and elch in 1911 eri inally werked en Vanc•uyer I1land and 
wae ••ld in 195, fer aervic• in the Philippine• but never let't Canada. 
Relt Stw-m ef Calcary leana fr• th• cab et thi• eperabl• l•c•••tive. 
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