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COWICHAN VALLEY FOREST MUSEUM

The ferests ef Vanceuver Island, British Celumbia still eche te the

cespanies still use steam fer pewering their leg trains and ene
ex=legger has established sn eperating museum railresd fer public
anusement. Cne mile nerth ef Duncan, en the sheres ef beautiful
Semenes Lake, the esrly histery ef Cewichan cemes alive fer the
visiter in the Cewichan Valley Ferest Museum. The museum is built
areund the extensive cellectien of eld-time legger "Gerry" E. Wellburn.
Welburn is ne nevice te steaa legging, having served an apprenticeship
with the C.P.R. as lecemetive fireman, Superintendent ef a pair ef
savwaills and eventuslly starting his ewn small tie~millin the 1lste
twenties. A pieneer in the use ef trucks in legging, he built thie
=ill inte a medern legging and sawmill eperatien which he later seld

te H.R. MacMillan Expert Cempany, his chief custemer. He retsined

in 1962,

Welburn was astenished at the rate that legging lecies, beth large and
small, were being scrapped in faver ef trucks which were able te

ge higher and deeper inte the heart ef B.C. 's ferested hills. He
therefere reselved te cellect legging lecemetives as well as his suny
ether histerical lumbering masterial and the basis fer the museum was
established. The museun is a ce-eperstive enterprise ef the nearby

cemsunities and industries.
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Museum/ 2

The mugeum has nearly s mile of 3' narrew gauge tarck, laid upen
retpreef yellew cedar ties and has an interesting lecemetice cellectien
which includes shays, tank leces, and even gas lecemetives. An
eutdeer exhibit ef heavy mechines recalls the days ef early

legging and is accempanied by a lete 1800 display ef buggies and ether
herse drawn cenveyances. A leg building is being erected te heuse the

extensive Welburn cellectien ef histeric decuments and artifacts.

A.C. Lynn Zelmer

Thanks te the MacMillan, Bleedel and Pewell River DIGESTER fer
histerical data.

Phete # 1

COWICHAN VALLEY # 25 hauls twe hememade cers of visitiers acress the
300 8 trestle zxsax spanning an inlet ef Lake Semenes en the mile
leng 3' gauge steam railread

a late
An eld stesm tracter rides the weeden rails ef am 1800 legging read.

Phete # 3

A vertical beilered steam denkey used en Vanceuver Islsnd in the
early and middle years ef steam railread legging.

Phete # 4

This steam yarder saw mere than 50 years ef service in steam legging
and was retired early in the 1950's.

Phete # 5
# 1 Spet, a 42 ten Shay lecemetive, eriginally built fer Bleedel,
Stewart and Welch in 1911 eriginally werked en Vanceuver Island and

was seld in 1955 fer service in the Philippines but never left Canada.
Relf Sturm ef Calgary lesns frem the cab ef this eperable lecemetive.
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